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President’s
Message
بسم هللا الرحمن الرحيم
Dear Elders, Brothers,
Sisters and Youngsters

Masjid Refurbishing
Alhamdolillah the stage one of masjid refurbishment is
almost complete. Work was undertaken on the
southern and western part of masjid which includedoffice, Men’s toilet/wudu facilities, Janazah room and
the front wall with mehraab. The total repair cost for
the first stage was about $270,000.

السالم عليكم و رحمة هللا و بركاته

(Peace be upon you all)

Kia ora koutou
It gives me an immense pleasure to be in
communication with you using yet another means i.e.,
the WMA Bulletin, welcome to the inaugural issue.
The main purpose of this bulletin is to stimulate
engagement, share information, strengthen productive
cooperation to deal with contemporary issues and
challenges. This should help us create a dynamic
inclusive community. This bulletin should become a
regular one stop source of briefing the community about
activities undertaken by different sub-committees of the
Waikato Muslim Association which include: Masjid
Refurbishment; Covid Response Team; Madrasa; Iqra
Educare; Dawah; Accounting Group; Women
Organisation WOWMA; Zakat and Welfare Support;
Communications and Events, you will read a brief from
the Chairperson of every sub-committee. Besides, the
bulletin also shares important notices and news.
A sustained success of any idea, effort or plan is linked
to an effective support system with a strong need that
someone should champion the initiative. In case of this
bulletin, I am pleased to note the efforts that Br
Abdirizak has put in right from the inception of this
initiative. He is supported with an Editorial Board
comprising of Dr Anisur Rahman, Dr Nauman Maqbool
and Mr Shaheed Basha as members. May Allah SWT
reward them for this, and several other community
efforts undertaken by them and others in our
community. We are Alhamdulillah, blessed with several
committed members in our Executive Committee whose
efforts are evident in this bulletin.
Wassalam, stay safe
Dr Asad Mohsin

Work on stage two of masjid refurbishment is to start
soon in sha Allah. This includes work on the northern
wall which includes library, sister’s toilets/wudu
facilities, minaret and fence repair. We have received
quotes close to $250,000 for this work. As we have
$30,000 left over from stage one, we are initiating a
fundraising drive for $220,000. Please donate
generously so that we could start this work soon in the
New Year in sha Allah. All donations related to stage 2
refurbishment could be deposited in our building
account:
Account name: Waikato Muslim Association
Account number: 02-0320-0143860-06
Reference: Masjid Refurbish

Madrasa News
Madrasa remains closed to face-to-face teaching for
the rest of the year. However some online learning is
happening for those students who are keen. Details
for online classes can be found on the Madrasa
website below. For enrolment enquiries for next year
please visit the website: http://www.wise.ac.nz/
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Covid Response
Team (CRT) Jumps
into Action
Aware of the plight of some Muslim families struggling
due to Covid-19 restrictions, WMA established a Covid
Response team in early September. This team has
collected funds from various sources including
Government and local agencies and used them to
distribute food parcels, meat packs, food vouchers and
even non-food items for children and women when
required. During the first week 43 families received
help, with numbers gradually increasing into 80s during
October. So far around 570 deliveries have been made
by the team. Families needing help are getting less as
the restrictions ease in our region.
Sister Aliya and brothers Mohammad Khalif, Shahid
Khan and Shaheed Basha have done bulk of this work,
with assistance from 10 – 15 volunteers every week. A
great effort!!

Zakat Distribution and Welfare Support
WMA, through its welfare committee, continues to
distribute Zakat-ul-maal money to the deserving
individuals and families in Waikato. Since the beginning
of Ramadan 2021 we have distributed $16,350 in Zakat
funds to support more than 25 families and individuals
Alhamdolillah. Several thousand dollars have
additionally been distributed from donations made to
the Welfare fund by generous individuals of Waikato
Muslim community.
You would be surprised to learn how many members of
our community fall into poverty trap temporarily and
get into a dire situation. The Welfare Committee tries
its best to disburse the funds to these deserving
families and individuals locally.
These funds come from members of Waikato Muslim
community and WMA is trying its best to disburse
funds locally.
If you would like WMA to distribute your Zakat-ul-maal
or Sadaqa/Charity funds locally please deposit that in
our Welfare account:
Account name: Waikato Muslim Association
Account number: 02-0320-0143860-004
Reference: Zakat ul Maal or Welfare

FIANZ Support for Local Families
Waikato Muslim Association received a generous grant
of $2000 from FIANZ to help the people most affected
by Covid-19 in our community. This was used to
provide food vouchers to 13 families. IWCNZ received
a separate grant from FIANZ and Sister Aliya assisted a
few additional local families from the grant.
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News from Iqra Educare

السالم عليكم و رحمة هللا و بركاته

“ There is no trust more sacred than the one the world
holds with children. There is no duty more important
than ensuring that their rights are respected, that their
welfare is protected, that their lives are free from fear
and want and that they can grow up in peace.”
Kofi Annan

This quote reflects the purpose of establishing Iqra
Educare, a flagship project undertaken by Waikato
Muslim Association, which has been serving our
community since May 2014. During this period the
Governing Board and the staff of Iqra have worked
very hard to deliver a quality programme, where
children of our community develop the knowledge,
skills and attitudes that support their lifelong learning.
During the last seven years of operation, Iqra has
successfully achieved many milestones and has
successfully made some strong connections within the
community and in the Early Education sector.
During COVID-19, the Head Teacher along with the
staff of Iqra, have undertaken measures to engage
with the community and provided support to the
children and families through delivery of resource
packs that contained
basic learning and craft
materials, to the homes of all students of Iqra. They
have coordinated through phone calls and visits (
social distance maintained all times) to keep current
with mental health welfare checks on those families
that are needing a bit of extra aroha/love and care.

Now in Alert level 2, we are back in operation and
teachers continue to deliver a quality learning
programme based on Islamic values by drawing on the
funds of knowledge and cultural capital of the families
they work with, weaving these values into the fabric of
the national curriculum, Te Whāriki. As highlighted in
the curriculum, the teachers continue to support the
cultural identity of all children through ensuring that
programme and resources are sensitive and
responsive to the different cultures and heritages
among the families of the children attending Iqra.
During Lockdown, the Head Teacher has made some
amazing improvements in the learning environment of
Iqra, to motivate our children and families.
Ms Yasmin Khan
Chairperson
Iqra Educare Governing Board
http://www.iqraeducare.org.nz/
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Covid Protection Framework

Jumah Khutbah

Following two community engagement meetings in
this month, we found the majority of our community is
supportive of the vaccination and the need to adopt
the policy of “only vaccinated musssalees” allowed
into the masjd for prayers. This will become a legal
requirement once the whole country moves to the
new Covid Protection Framework (aka the traffic light
system) at 11.59pm on 2nd December. It is our legal
and moral obligation to take all necessary measures to
ensure Covid does not spread in our community via
our masjid. Please keep up with the vaccination efforts
as we want all our community members to be fully
vaccinated.

We are lucky to have a team of dedicated brothers to
deliver Jumah khutba every week. While Sheikh Rasheed
takes the mimbar twice a month, volunteers have to fill
in every alternate week. These are all professionals, well
versed with knowledge of both deen and duniya. They
spend time researching and preparing excellent
khutbahs on an array of religious topics. Please make
sure you listen to complete khutbah every week and
benefit from their effort.

Some Beautiful Ahadeeth
Narrated Anas (R.A.): The Prophet SAW said. “None of
you will have faith till he wishes for his (Muslim) brother,
what he likes for himself.” (Sahih Al Bukhari)

Waikato Community Inclusivity
Symposium Postponed

Narrated Umar bin Al-Khattab (R.A.): I heard Allah’s
Apostle SAW saying, “The reward of deeds depends
upon the intentions, every person will get the reward
according to what he has intended. So whoever
emigrated for worldly benefits or for a woman to marry,
his emigration was for what he emigrated for.” (Sahih Al
Bukhari)

With the current COVID levels in mind, the Symposium
Working Committee and the University of Waikato
Organising Committee has decided to postpone the
Waikato Community Inclusivity Symposium to the 26
March 2022.

Narrated Abu Huraira (R.A.): Allah’s Apostle SAW said.
“The strong is not the one who overcomes the people by
his strength, but the strong is the one who controls
himself while in anger.” (Sahih Al Bukhari)

WMA AGM Postponed

And treasure this:
I asked a wise man, “Tell me sir, in which field could I
make a great career?” He said with a smile, “Be a good
human being. There is a lot of opportunity in this area,
and very little competition.”

WMA AGM has been postponed due to the Covid
lockdown and will now be held in February 2022. The
exact date will be advised later.
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